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National Center to Reframe Aging 
1101 14 St NW, Suite 1220 
Washington, DC 20005 

October 9, 2024 

RE: Definition of Ageism 
 To whom it may concern, 

We are writing on behalf of the 398 undersigned organizations and individuals to suggest 
an update to the definition of the word, “ageism.”  

Your current definition of ageism is: “prejudice or discrimination against a particular age-
group and especially the elderly.” 

We suggest a small, but important change: “prejudice or discrimination against a 
particular age-group, especially older people.” 

The National Center to Reframe Aging is the nation’s leading organization dedicated to 
reshaping the conversation about older people. Research from the National Center to 
Reframe Aging, conducted with our research partner the FrameWorks Institute, a research-
driven think tank, has found that using the term “elderly” evokes negative attitudes 
towards aging.  A more neutral term such as “older people” does not have this deleterious 
connotation. 

This finding derives from Finding the Frame: An Empirical Approach to Reframing Aging and 
Ageism, an extensive, rigorous, multi-method study that queried more than 10,400 
Americans on aging issues.   

This updated definition aligns with language being used across the field of aging by 
organizations including the 10 organizations who comprise the Leaders of Aging 
Organizations2 collective, the National Institutes of Health, U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and others. The revised definition also aligns with publication 
guidelines from the American Psychological Association, American Medical Association, 
and the Associated Press that have been adopted to align with this research.  

https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/finding-the-frame-an-empirical-approach-to-reframing-aging-and-ageism/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/finding-the-frame-an-empirical-approach-to-reframing-aging-and-ageism/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/index.html
https://www.apa.org/
https://www.ama-assn.org/
https://apnews.com/
AlyciaClaproth
Cross-Out
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The undersigned represent a wide variety of professional societies, nonprofit groups and 
advocates—all committed to updating perceptions of aging and reshaping the 
conversation about older people. 

Please contact Patricia D’Antonio at the Gerontological Society of America at 
pdantonio@geron.org should you have any questions or if you would like to discuss this 
further.   

 Regards,  
 
 
 
Patricia D’Antonio, BSPharm, MS, MBA, BCGP 
Vice President of Policy and Professional Affairs, Gerontological Society of America 
Executive Director, National Center to Reframe Aging 

 

Organizations 

Age Guide 
Age Strong Commission, City of Boston 
Age-Friendly University Global Network 
AgeGuide Northeastern Illinois 
Aging servicesAF St. Cloud 
Aging with Grace, Inc. 
American Dental Hygienists’ Association 
American Federation for Aging Research 
American Geriatrics Society 
American Society on Aging 
Archstone Foundation 
Association of Illinois Senior Centers 
Association of Public Health Nurses 
BDS Healthy Aging Networks, Inc. 
Caldwell Senior Center Inc 
Center for Advocacy for the Rights and 
Interests of Elders (CARIE)  

Center for Aging & Disability Education & 
Research at Boston University School of 
Social Work 
Center for Gerontology @ Concordia 
University Chicago 
Center in the Park 
Center for Medicare Advocacy 
City of Minnetonka Senior Services 
Coalition for Home Repair 
Collinsville Faith in Action 
Diverse Elders Coalition 
East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging 
(ECIAAA) 
Egyptian Area Agency on Aging 
Elder Abuse Prevention Ontario 
Elder Justice Coalition 
ElderSource 
Foggy Bottom West End Village 

mailto:pdantonio@geron.org


National Center to Reframe Aging 
1101 14 St NW, Suite 1220 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
 

National Center to Reframe Aging | reframingaging.org 
Page 3 of 11 

 

FrameWorks Institute 
Georgetown Village 
Gerontological Society of America 
Gifts for Seniors 
Graduate Certificate in Gerontology 
Grantmakers in Aging (GIA) 
Harvey A. Friedman Center for Aging at 
WashU 
Healthy Communities of the Capital Area 
Healthy Peninsula 
iAging 
Illinois Partners for Human Service 
JFS Rochester 
Juanita C. Grant Foundation Inc. 
Justice in Aging 
LifeSpan Network 
Midland Area Agency on Aging 
National Association of Nutrition and 
Aging Services Programs (NANASP) 
National Association of Social Workers 
(NASW) 
National Center to Reframe Aging 
National Council on Aging 
National Institute of Senior Centers 
Norfolk MA Council on Aging 
North Central Area Agency on Aging 
NYC Department for the Aging 

Oasis Rochester 
Pennsylvania Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging 
Phoenixville Area Senior Center 
Region IV Area Agency on Aging 
RRF Foundation for Aging 
Rush Center for Excellence in Aging 
San Antonio Area Foundation 
Senior Friendship Centers, Inc. 
Senior Resources of West Michigan 
Southwestern CT Agency on Aging 
The John A. Hartford Foundation 
The Maryland Umbrella Group 
The Oasis Institute 
The Oral Health Nursing Education and 
Practice Program (OHNEP) 
The Santa Fe Group 
The Senior Source  
The SCAN Foundaiton 
Tooele County Aging Services (AAA) 
Transportation Assistance for Seacoast 
Citizens 
TroveStreet 
United Church Homes 
Women Business Owners Network 
York County Community Foundation 

 

Individuals 

Skyler Abriola, MSW Student at GMU 
Caroline Adams, Gerontological Society of America 
Naomi Adjei, Student 
Hannah Albers, National Center to Reframe Aging 
Julie Anne Alexandrov, Arosa 
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Cornelia Allen, George Mason University 
Julie Ober Allen, University of Wisconsin 
Laura Allen, Erickson School of Aging Studies 
James Appleby, Gerontological Society of America 
Angela Arnott, Macomb County Office of Senior Services 
Molly Ashmore, National Council on Aging 
Wendi Aultman, Bureau of Adult and Aging Services 
Stephanie Avelino, Gerontological Society of America 
Charlie Baase, Gerontological Society of America 
Ryan Backer, Old School Hub for age equity and ageism awareness 
Laurel Baer, The Village Chicago 
Tracy Barczewski, Midland Area Agency on Aging 
John Beilenson, SCP 
Sara Belcher, AgeSpan 
Carine Betrisey, Université de Sherbrooke 
Dan Birmingham, CA Dept of Aging 
PatrIce Blanchard, Western Kentucky University 
Ali Blandford, Guidehouse 
Marc Blesoff, CourAGEus 
MaryLea Boatwright Quinn, Georgia DHS- Division Of Aging Services 
Donata Bohanec, California Elder Justice Coalition 
Dana Bradley, Erickson School of Aging Studies 
Sara Breindel, Changing the Narrative 
Jan Brito, Capital Senior Solutions 
Ronnie Brodsky, AgeGuide 
Nancy Brookes, unwaged 
Geraldine Brown, NNDOH/Aging & Long Term Care Support 
Nanette Buehrer, Rufty-Holmes Senior Center 
India Campbell, DAAS 
Linda Chadwick-Wirth, CGI 
Elaine Chen, NCEA at USC 
Li-Mei Chen, George Mason University 
Lourdes Chew, AgeGuide 
AL Cho, Central Ohio Area Agency on Aging 
Stephanie Chong, Northwest Neighbors Village 
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Alicia Chrastil, Nebraska Real Estate Specialty Group 
Mary Lou Ciolfi, University of Maine Center on Aging 
Laurie Closset, Area agency on aging Region One-Incorporated 
Lynn Clough, Indiana Family and Social Services Administration 
Garrett Cobb Safchik, George Mason University 
Jeri Colucy, AgeGuide Northeastern Illinois 
Simona Combi, National Council on Aging 
Anya Cooke, National Council on Aging 
Amanda Cooper, University of Connecticut 
John Cramton, HomeReach Hospice 
Patrick Cullinane, Retirement Center, UC Berkeley 
Renee Cunningham, Center in the Park 
Donya Currie, National Council on Aging 
Neal Cutler, American institute of Financial Gerontology 
Linda Dailey, United Church Homes 
Patricia D'Antonio, Gerontological Society of America 
Merry DeMarais, Age Friendly St Cloud 
Joseph DeMattos, The Erickson School of Aging Studies at UMBC 
Carolyn Deters, Gifts for Seniors 
Victoria Dolan, NYSPI/RFMH 
Melissa Donegan, AgeSpan 
Laura Donohue, Area Agency on Aging 
Sharon Dukes, AZ Division of Aging and Adult Services 
Theresa Edelstein, NJHA 
Leslie Edstrom, AgeGuide 
A. Henry Eliassen, University of Houston-Downtown 
Abigail Elmes, University of Illinois Chicago Retzky College of Pharmacy 
Samaria Epps, AgeGuide 
Alan Factor, AgeOptions 
Jennifer Fallon, EngAGE, Inc. 
Jessica Fay, Maine House of Representatives 
Ralph Feese, AgeGuide Northeastern Illinois 
Leilani Feliciano, UCCS, Department of Psychology 
Kristen Fessele, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Ann Fitzgerald, Retired SLP 
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Ana Flores, Area Agency on Aging Region ONe 
Judi Fonsh, Retired 
Cynthia Friedlob, EngAGE, Inc. 
Marla Fronczak, AgeGuide Northeastern IL 
Natalie Galucia, Harvey A. Friedman Center for Aging at WashU 
Guido Garaycochea, Queens Museum 
Jessica Gasiorek, School of Communication and Information - University of Hawaii at 
Manoa 
Kris Geerken, Metropolitan State University of Denver 
Howard Giles, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Hyeonchang Gim, University of North Dakota 
Pat Gleason-Wynn, PhD, Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
Lynn Golub-Rofrano, Georgetown Village 
Tina Goulet, NH DHHS 
C Joanne Grabinski, Gerontological Society of America, AGHE 
Marilyn Gugliucci, University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Elizabeth Hall, Alzheimer’s Association 
Theresa Hansen, Howard County Office on Aging and Independence 
Karen Hanson, Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging 
Lynn Harris, Commonwealth Consultants 
Jake Harwood, University of Arizona 
Kevin Heffner, LifeSpan Network 
Catherine Hetzer, South Bay Cities Council of Government 
Gary Hibbs, UNLEASHED TO LEAD, LLC, 
MaryAnn Holak, Beverly Council on Aging 
Laura Holscher, Area Agency on Aging 
Varnita Holtzclaw, Georgetown Village 
Deborah Hooks, Higher Ground Church Fellowship Center 
Emily Ihara, George Mason University 
Ben Inventor, Rush University 
Kathleen Jackson, Gerontological Society of America 
Maureen Jackson, Writer/Researcher 
Leah Janssen, Scripps Gerontology Center 
Lou Ann Johnson, AgeGuide 
Kimberly Jordan, Gerontological Society of America 
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Gretchen Knowlton, AgeGuide 
Karen Kolb, City of Chicago AAA 
Janice Krieger, Mayo Clinic 
Christine Kunkle, WVU 
Melissa Lang, Agency on Aging 
Bette Lawrence-Water, AgeGuide Northeastern Illinois 
Jeanette Leardi, JeanetteLeardi.com 
Alyssa Lee, Groveland Council on Aging 
Victoria Leonard, College of the Canyons 
Angie Lepine-Charbonneau, Renfrew Victoria Hospital 
Cathy Lieblich, Neighbors Network 
Mei-Chen Lin, Kent State University 
Greg Lind, AgeGuide 
Marlinda Littleman, Navajo Division of Aging and Long Term Care Support 
Beth Long-Higgins, United Church Homes 
Martita Lopez, The University of Texas at Austin 
Diana López, Marin County Commission on Aging 
Glenda Love, AgeGuide Northeastern IL 
Katelin Lucine, George Mason University 
David Mackoff, East Rock Creek Village 
Lisa Madera, Howard County DCRS 
D. Janr Maloney, Ocean county AAA 
Philip Marshall, Beyond Brooke 
Mihele Mathot, Rocky's Agency on Aging 
Linda Mattingly-Smith, Retired 
Maggie McCanna, Central Virginia Alliance for Community Living 
Erin McLeod, Senior Friendship Centers, Inc. 
Fereshteh Mehrabi, Concordia University 
Darla Metz, United Church Homes 
Yvonne Michael, Drexel University 
John Migliaccio, Gerontological Society of America and American Society on Aging 
Dana Miller, Cassia 
Doreen Miller, Aging & Adult Services 
Terry Mills, Area Agency on Aging 
Joan moccia, GAPNA, AGS, ENA, MI state team Moving Forward National Coalition 
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Kim Moeller, United Church Homes 
Brianne Moser, AgeGuide Northeastern Illinois 
Kristin Murphy, AgeGuide 
Alexandra Newman, Region IV Area Agency on Aging 
SusanBeth Olsen, Fail Safe Tech LLC 
Barbara Osborn, UCLA Osher (for identification purposes only) 
Kathryn Osborne, Rush University College of Nursing 
Robin Otto, University of Colorado 
Debra Pasquerette, GRoW @ The Wallis 
Julie Pélata, Université Gustave Eiffel 
Bridget Penhale, University of East Anglia, UK 
Fatima Perkins, Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging 
Renae Perry, The Senior Source 
Michael Pessman, Ager Nation 
Diane Petrilli, Gerontological Society of America 
Linda Phillips, University of Arizona 
Jill Piazzi, Gray Matters 
Margaret Pitts, University of Arizona 
Ashley Price, Central Pines Area Agency on Aging 
Linda Ramos, Individual 
Leyla Rashid, UIC College of Pharmacy 
Lyndsey Reichardt, The Oasis Institute 
Lance Robertson, Guidehouse 
Rhonda Rogers, Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
Elizabeth Samuels, Foxfire Farm 
Karla Sand, All elders United for justice 
Thomas Sanders, GeriNation Medical 
Gabrielle Sasala, COAAA 
Donna Satterthwaite, Juanita C. Grant Foundation 
Pamela Saunders, Georgetown University 
Gena Schoen, Gerontological Society of America 
Julie Schoen, Schoen Consulting 
Connie Sherman, Age Guide 
Joy Shirley, Three River Area Agency on Aging 
Brenda Shorkend, Shorkend Care Management 
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Tiara Shorty, Navajo Nation Division of Aging and Long-Term Care Support 
Nina Silverstein, University of Massachusetts Boston 
Charlyn Simpson, City of Gaithersburg 
Regan Smith, Area Agency on Aging 
Stephen Thomas Smith, Retired 
Joy Sobczak, AgeGuide 
Amanda Sokan, University of Arizona - Mel & Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health 
Lene Storms, UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs/Social Welfar 
Jane Straker, Scripps Gerontology Center 
Diandra Taylor, FL Ombudsman Program 
Erika Taylor, Navajo Epidemiology Center 
Dr. Althea Taylor Jones, SGS; AARP NC/Triad; NCSTHL; 
Bern Terry, www.ThePurposeEquation.com 
Alisha Thompson, LSU SSW 
Gregory Thompson, AgeGuide 
Jo Ann Tobias-Molina, San Antonio Area Foundation 
Annette Totten, OHSU 
Didier Trinh, Diverse Elders Coalition 
Lirisha Tuladhar, Miami University 
Elsa Tullos, RRF Foundation for Aging 
Laura Van Dyke, Department of Senior Services, Township of West Orange 
Jean Van Ryzin, National Council on Aging 
Janice Wassel, UMBC 
J.B. Watson, Jr., Ph.D., Stephen F. Austin State University 
Shirley Weaver, No Place Like Home 
Marsha Weiner, And So We Grow, sowing seeds to end ageism 
Sarah Whitmarsh, LeadingAge Washington 
Megan Wileman, AgeGuide 
Ginger Williams, Colorado State University Extension 
Nancy Wilson, Baylor Villege of Medicine 
Brooke Wolfe, Michigan State University 
Adam Wysocki, NYC Aging 
Yan Bing Zhang, Department of Communication Studies 
Mary Zonsius PhD, RN, Rush University 
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Individuals, Continued 

Lynne Allen 
Consuelo Alvarado 
Lois Angelo 
April Austin 
Poki'i Balaz 
Debra Baron 
Melissa Batchelor 
Christal Batey 
Julia Bennet 
Ellie Berger 
Alfred Boakye 
Cathy Bollinger 
Michelle Bouas 
Nancy Boyer 
Sher Bruce 
Odetta Bulluck 
Ann Burke 
Christine Chow 
Martha Clark 
Tracey Colagrossi 
Karla Coniglio 
Barbara Cornman 
Jean A. Costa 
Michelle Darden 
Michelle Darden 
Christine Davis 
Natalya Defreyn 
Christi Demitz 
Jamie Detrinidad 
Nancy Dorner 
Sharon Downs 
Thomas Edes 
Amy Eisenberg 
Alan Ernst 

Lucille Esralew 
James Evans 
Mary Jo Gamm 
Alison Gerber 
Darlyne Giggey 
Patricia Gleason-Wynn, PhD 
Kathy Good 
Phyllis Hafley 
Barbara Hall 
Molly Han 
Andrea Harris 
Cindy Hintze 
Heidi Holt 
Sharlene Howell 
Kathryn Hsu 
Sudhir Jain 
Ben Jauregui 
Christina Johnson 
Marsha Johnson 
Stephen Kagan 
Sujatha Kailas 
Michele Kelley 
Teri Kennedy 
Valerie Kimbrough 
Judy King 
Amanda Krisher 
Nancy Kusmaul 
Alaine Kvedaras 
Jasmine Lacsamana 
Kelly Laflamme 
Cathi Lamoreux 
Kevin Larson 
Angela Lavery 
Junyub Lim 
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Laurie Lindberg 
Beverley Lombardi 
Ann MacKay 
Antoinette Martinford 
Judi Marton 
Kenneth Maurice 
Rebecca May-Cole 
Martha McLeod 
Barbara Meltzer 
Melissa Meynadasy 
Heather Mignacca 
Laurens Miles 
Thomas Miles 
Michael Monopoli 
Euselito Navarro 
Sue Nickoley 
Shyvonne Noboa 
Kara North 
Caroline O'Hara 
Kelly Ort 
Carmelina Oyales 
Teresa Pace 
Hillary Peppers 

Emily Peron 
Nicole Peterson 
Candice Pietrzak 
Al Race 
Daniel Reiner 
Barbara Riley 
Jennifer Rosenbaum 
T. Carter Ross 
Philip Rozario 
Patricia Ryan 
Gloria Sanchez 
Cynthia Sexton 
Susana Sharp 
Teri Sinclair 
Maribel Slinde 
Katie Squires 
Kathryn A. Tamashiro 
Letitia Taylor 
Sarie Teichman 
C.R. Valeriann 
Jean Vengua 
Megan Wolfe 
Chantelle Zimmer 

 


